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Mr. GOLDWATER. Mr. Pi'p.sidcnt, 
some of the photographs of the protec- 
tive weapoii.s and the SAM sites may 
■show nothing. Ilov/cver, the pilot say.s, 
‘•I was fired on." That is what it is all 
about. 

iMr. PnOXMIRE. That raises the ques- 
tion I wa.s going to whether \vc 
.say that tliosc photographs in the future 
fiirould, on tlio basis of this CMperionco. 
should be examined and examined with 
a idea of determining whether they re- 
Itcct the ordei’s given by the toij author- 
ities. And th.at question should be raised 
when we have a .series of targets which 
appear to bo unprotected and are hit 
time and time again. The commandtr 
.should bo alerted. It seems to me that 
General Abrams should ; have been 
alerted, And he was not alerted because 
of that, 

Mr. GOLDWATER. The day is past 
when the Air Force is instructeci a.s to 
what they can hit. However, 1 agree that 
the Senator from Wisconsin has a point 
when he assumes that the photographs 
go on up to headquarters. And we have 
not been there to .sit in at an elc.gant 
briefing. I can undenstand the concern 
of the Senator, I am not trying to defend 
General 1/avelle. I am just trying to 
answer a question concerning the matter 
rai.sed by the Senator. They go by the 
word of the pilot a.s to whetlier he was 
fired on. And he says that he obsoi-vcd 
the fire to be such and such. The pho- 
tographs did not have to show the tar-got. 

Mr. HUGHES. Mr. President, will the 
Senator from Wisconsin yield? 

Mr. PROXMIRE. Mr. President, I yield 
to the Senator from Iowa. 

Mr. HUGHES. Mr. President, the ques- 
tion of the photograph-s came into my 
thinking a great deal in connection with 
the hearings. 

Just recently a letter came to me 
from an airman who is still in the service. 
This man stated in the letter that he 
knew about at least one photograph that 
was removed from the Intelligence filc.s. 
And I do not know wlrcther this is classi- 
fied or not. So I will not say the source. 
However, it wa.s at least a photograph of 
a target that was not on the li.st. That 
photogra)Dh was removed and not for- 
warded up. This did not come at a 
timely point to put this matter into the 
hearings. And also, the Senator from 
Iowa is not .sure. 

Mr. PROXMIRE, Mr. President, I 
think it was the letter that my office 
turned over to the Senator from Iowa, is 
that correct? 

Mr. HUGHES. No. It was not, 

Mr. PROXMIRE. That must have been ' 
another one. . 

Mr. HUGHES, It may have been an- 
other one. This is one of the matters in- 
volved. And I agree with the .Senator 
from Wisconsin that we have a respon- 
.slbility lo invc.stigatc this matter and to 
go ahead with it, as I stated In my 
statement. The Senator from Iowa is not 
certain. Perhaps the Senator from Wis- 
con.sin can tell me from his staff research 
wlicther the photographs were separated. 

A.s the Senator from Wlscon.5in will 
remembor, I pointed out that there were 
at least 2ij,00Q sorties flown during this 
period under the command of the Air 


Force, and it only appears that 150 sorties 
in^'olvcd unaulhorired raids. 

If one of tlirsc 150 pliotographs out of 
25,000 eainc through without any iden- 
tification — beca.u: c many of Uio.se tarpct.s 
are in .South Vietnam, in I.ao.s, and .some 
of them arc even in Cambodia where 
there were few restrictions n.gainst the 
nature and tyjio bombing — if IJiat is true 
and they were not scpanucci out, it would 
be diffieult for anyone to identify the 
d’uerencc on a few missions, If they wore 
seiuirated. and I do laot know this and 
during the couisc of the hearings I wish 
I could have put this question lo some- 
one. 

Mr. P^OX?^^RE. It is my inforrantiou 
they were not. Tlicy went directly up the 
chain of command and they were clearly 
identified as to time and iilaee. As the 
Senator from Arizona pointed out, it i.s 
very confusing. Nevcrthele.ss, I under- 
stand tins can bo concealed once or twice, 
but to do it so often on 130 sorties where 
you would hit a number of targets that 
were not authorized should at least have 
raised suspicions in the mind of General 
Abrams. ■ 

Mr. HUGHES. 1 would like to point 
out that no member of that committee 
was looking harder for evidence of mi.s- 
deed than was the Senator from Iow<a. 

Many of these targets, I believe, when 
they talk about trucks, I’OL’s, and 
launcher carriers, and so forth, were in. 
the two mountain passes. An attempt 
was being made to stop them before they 
cro.ssed from Vietnam into Lao.s. 

In one of those pas.ses there wa.s no 
que.stion that, with the AAA installations, 
they could not fly a ))lanc through there 
on a bet without a reaction. That is a 
legitimate question I raised time and 
time again, and I think there is ’evidence 
they hit illegal targets. I did not observe 
any evidence that I felt warranted that 
General Abrams could have po.ssibly had 
this detected, but I only point out my 
concern. 

Mr. PROXMIRE. At page G1 of the 
hearings Senator Goldwatcr asked this 
question of General I.avclle; 

Didn't you send all recce photo.s of lUl 
strikes forward to Pacific Command at Head- 
quarters here, so all coinuiaiidors saw all 
recce .strikes? 

General L, Welle. Yes, sir. 

I do not know if that i.s the answer. 

Mr. GOLDWATER. Mr. President, will 
the Senator yield so that I might explain 
that? 

Mr. PROXxMIRE, I yield. 

Mr. GOLDWfATER. I think it would 
be pood for tlie record to explain how 
these photographs came about. They are 
not taken willy-nilly. In the case of a 
pure recoil flight not involving unau- 
thorized observation the intelligence unit 
at some level, usually at the command 
level, has rea.son to believe there misht 
be a concentration of SAM’s coming 
down Route 13 at such and such a co- 
ordinate. The intelligence i.s not active 
enough to verify it so a rccon flight is 
ordered. It can be flown by a Navy pl.anc 
or by an Air Force plane. If permissible, 
the aircraft flics at a relatively low alti- 
tude and it takes an cxeccdingly large 
number of photographs. On .'■■omc of these 
recons they fly at mach .7 or .7S, and 


many, many ncgative.s would be exposed 
in a niaUei- of seconds. Tliesc photo- 
graphs are then judged by rccon photo 
inielligenee officers and tii? best one.s 
are sent np the road to the command 
iutolhgcncc stair. That is tlio origin of 
most rccon photo.s. 

In tile c.ise wc are talking about where 
miautlio: i;;cd slrilccs were involved, the 
rccon aircraft were accompanied by 
tactical aircraft. There is notliin.g un- 
usual abi ut this, I might say. Tiierc has 
been a point made about accompanying 
tactical aircraft — 4 to 8 to 16— and in 
Vvorld War II, probably twice as many 
tactical aircraft accompanied the flight. 
Tile flight has no proicclion. The oper- 
ation is usually iircplanncd. They are 
sent out to take pictures of a certain 
area for intelligence. 

On the return, the tactical pilots, bc- 
cau.se they had no ammunition or bombs, 
would verify in tlieir reirort they had 
been stnicic. That is why tlie whole thing 
came about. Wfiiether or not pictures 
were taken at the time is of small im- 
portance, Tliey were reprimanded for not 
doing a beivcr job, and even then the au- 
thoriy, CINCPAC, assumed that they had 
been fired on and the tactical aircraft 
returned it. 

I wanted to make that clear as to how 
the photographs came about. 

Mr. PROXMIRE. There are more un- 
answered questions about the operation, 
Tliere i.s strategic reconnaissance. Not 
only did the operational photographs s'ot 
to the Pacific Com and, but there is a 
strategic reconnaissance as well. 

The very high flying SR-71 planes 
routinely take photo.graphs of Vietnam, 
They would catch on a regular basis any 
change in what happened on the ground. 
They would .show what happened dur- 
ing air strike.?, what was hit, and what 
specified targets wore destroyed. 

These photographs go to Washington, 
to the CIA, the DIA, the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff' and others where they are inten- 
sively reviewed. 

They would show very clearly that 
trucks, POL, supply depots, missile trans- 
porters, and other unauthorized targets 
were hit. 

Therefore, this fact should have been 
known at the higlie,st levels. Was it? If 
it was, wily was not something done. If 
it was not, why wa.s it not known? These 
quo.stions remain unanswered. 

Mr. GOLDWATER. Mr, President, will 
the Senator yield? 

Mr, PROXMIRE. I yield. 

Mr. GOLDWATER, Very few SR-71 
photographs are taken as far down in 
North Vietnam as the photographs we 
yere talking about, but assuming they 
were, assuming an SR-71 had taken 
some at extremely high altitude, the re- 
view oifleer in Washington would assume 
they struck tho.se targets because they 
had had a strike. 

Mr. PROXAllRE. I understand that, 
blit I thought the Senator from Iowa 
said in April and May when they began 
to take another course they could tell 
they were not unauthorized photograplis. 
It was not st.opped until the letter from 
Sergeant Franks to the .Senator from 
Iowa. 

Mr, GOLDWATER. Once the question 
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